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The world is full of slashes — people who are earning most of their living in one field, but starting up in another. There’s the barista-artist and the lawyer — novelist
and the energy consultant — photographer.

Yet those slash careers, which engage and encourage you and diversify your sources of income may confuse others or put them off. This may be true especially if
one of your slash careers seems fiivolous or a little funny (as mine does) or not in line with your main career choice.

So even as you embrace your split focus, consider carefully how you characterize yourself before you head out for a sales meeting or professional mixer.

“It’s important to establish your credibility in the situation you’re in,” said Marci Alboher, author ofthe book One Person/Muitiple Careers and a slash herself
(She works full-time for Civic Ventures encouraging older people toward “encore careers” and speaks and promotes her books t00). A few years ago, she
Y :

wrote a column for the New York Times on small business, which established her credlbi]ity.:\

When you have multiple careers simultaneously, choose the one with “the most cachet or the most relevant to the setting you’re in,” Alboher said. “You really
want to establish you’re a player in that space,” so at a marketing professional organization, introduce yourself as a marketing manager, not a princess party
organizer.

“The one-size-fits-all approach never works for people who have custom blended careers,” she said. “Take the time to examine your own situation; see what
works for you.”

Keep in mind your professional goals and guard the reputation and standing of your main income source, so it is not compromised by the start-up. Some slashes
could hurt your main gig, if you’re not careful.

Here’s some other things to consider:
Professionalism

What will your clients or lawyer friends think when you show up to a law review alumni gathering with your puppets on your shoulder? Unless you're in
entertainment law you may want to leave your puppetry part-time business in the background. Strive to show your professionalism and make sure you fit into
whatever industry group or environment you're in.

Boss’s Reaction

Start by reading the employee handbook and pay careful attention to sections on outside activities, conflicts of interest and disclosure of personal pursuits. Then
consider your boss’s personality and perspectives — and decide how or whether to tell your boss about your new micro-enterprise. Some people want to get
permission first, said Alboher. Others decide to try to the “don’t ask permission, ask forgiveness” if concerns are raised.

www.glassdoor.com/blog/balance-jobs-totally/ 1/5



10/3/12 How To Balance Two Jobs When They’re Totally Different | Glassdoor Blog
Business Cards

Some slashers fit everything on one, especially when there is synergy between them: Think professional speaker and author or web designer and photographer.
But others find it works better to have separate business cards and carry both of them. “Every slash combination and every profession has its own approach,”
she said. It’s all right to pass out both cards in one setting, as long as there’s a clear reason for it, or possible demand for your second income services, Alboher
said.

Conflicts of Interest & Trust

Consider the potential for creating an ethical dilemma with your second or third slash career. Psychologists and social workers especially need to be careful,
Albhoer said. So do journalists who write about an area and also want to participate in it (as I do in the Ann Arbor area, where my small cart-based Italian ice
company Mity Nice operates). If you’re not sure on this, talk to a trusted advisor or mentor about this and err on the side of caution and care.

In my case, I aim for transparency about my slash career — journalist/writer and social entrepreneur. But sometimes mentioning both seems distracting or
irrelevant to the conversation at hand. Still, [ usually try to bring up my primary focus — career, consumer and business writing — rather quickly, except if the
temperature tops 80 degrees, the sun is blazing and the customers are lining up for some Michigan-made Italian ice.

Alboher believes in the slash lifestyle and sees huge interest in it. But she warns people not to expect to tip toe into a slash career unnoticed. “It’s a lot harder to
do things under the radar than it used to be,” Alboher said.

Vickie Elmer writes about consumer issues, careers and workplace subjects for the New York Times, Fortune magazine, the Washington Post and other top tier
media outlets. Her articles are filled with actionable insights, compelling stories and inspiring people. The mother of three also co-owns Mity Nice LLC, a small
social cart business based in Ann Arbor, Mich., which donates to more than a dozen charities each summer and fall. Her motto changes regularly, but her
concentration on careers, kindness, creativity and high quality writing remains constant.
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In my opinion, it's good if you're going to do a check on the company policies about this, if you're already working for one. Think about it
well before you actually start one. If you own BOTH businesses, that would be awesome, but how would you manage your time running both?
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Great post, thanks to share it ........ I m waiting for the next ideal article of yours.
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Vickie, you have mentioned multiple careers. |do agree about the relevancy of what type of job. And your aiming at the right audience

which many may not be aware of work policies and procedures. It is something everyone who already has a career might want to think about like
what you said before making that meeting. |also agree that is it important to get permission first and if anyone wants to meet someone that can
do well networking together, this is where it is appropriate to let them know who you are and describe a little bit of how both organizations might
benefit working together. |see this time and time again, and trying to start up one project and yet another one is coming, yes this might just be a
bit overwhelming. | also think that because of the cost of living on services and products only drives people looking for extra income just to make
ends meet no matter if it isn't related to what we do. Indeed | have met a few of them. Thanks for sharing your opinion on this subject. Well worth

said.
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